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Luxembourg & Dayan, London, is proud to present René Magritte (Or: The Rule of Metaphor), an exhibition dedicated
to the development of Magritte’s word-pictures during his years in Paris between 1927-30.

To produce a metaphor is to borrow a semantic unit - be it work, or image - from its habitual context and trans-
pose it into a new one. Red lips become ‘cherry’, the night is a ‘curtain’, and the world a ‘stage’. This transition,
Aristotle tells us, can be made “from genus to species, from species to genus, or in the form of analogy.” But what
if a word was to replace a picture, or vice versa? Such a transition would cancel the most basic material, formal,
and conceptual distinctions between literal and figurative languages. Can such a metaphor really exist? The three
years that Magritte spent in Paris, taking part in the activities of the French Surrealist circle, remain an expression
of the core foundation of his unique philosophical inquiry into the relationship between literal and figurative
language. During these years, Magritte produced more than forty paintings and collages that became known as
the word-pictures cycle, forming part of a wider creative spree that marks the most prolific period in the artist’s
life. Accounting for this pivotal body of works, Magritte insisted that “an object is not so wedded to its name that
one cannot find another name which suits it better.”

In his paintings from the period words are made of the same material substance as images. Just like an image
can take the place of a word, and an abstract form can take the place of an image, an abstract form can take the
place of a word, hereby encouraging our imagination to compensate for the missing links and seek new ways to
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use language. While there has been much discussion about Magritte’s interest in, and use of language in his work,
this exhibition seeks to highlight the evolution of his word-pictures in the context of their metaphorical function;
as figurative, and even abstract gestures that stand in for conceptual tropes, forcing the recipient of the message
to complete an unbridgeable gap using their imagination. Magritte’s reciprocal exchange between images and
words, highlighted in the exhibition, as well as his ability to set up unresolved situations where the viewer is en-
couraged to participate in the process of decoding the message, are fundamental to the understanding of a wide
tendency in contemporary art practices to lend the authorial agency to the viewer.

Since opening in 2009, Luxembourg & Dayan has held a number of critically-acclaimed exhibitions by modern
and contemporary artists across gallery spaces in New York and in London. René Magritte (Or: the Rule of Metaphor)
continues a series of in-depth exhibition studies produced in recent years, each dedicated to a crucial moment in
the artistic evolution of a pivotal twentieth century artist, such as Alberto Giacometti’s early sculptures from the
late *20s and early *30s (London, 2016), the effects of Hans Arp’s transition from Paris to Ziirich in 1916 on his
practice (London, 2012), or the adoption of the readymade into Marcel Duchamp’s practice in the mid 1910s
(New York, 2009), to name but a few. The exhibition is accompanied by a fully-illustrated catalogue.

Luxembourg & Dayan is open Tuesday to Friday 10am-5pm and Saturday 12pm-4pm (or by appointment).
For more information please contact: london@/luxembourgdayan.com
For press requests please contact: ganr@picklespr.com / camille@picklespr.com.
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